Statement by Mrs. Irabiha Mint Abdel Wedoud

to the Committee of the United Nations Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

at the presentation of the combined report

(initial and periodic) of Mauritania

Madam chair,
Please allow me to speak on behalf of the 70 coordinated NGOs for the follow-up evaluation of CEDAW, as well as the 10 NGOs on the drafting committee of our shadow report.
We call your attention to the following major points of our report:

1 – The CEDAW ratification mechanism

· Mauritania ratified CEDAW in 2001, with a general reservation excluding “elements contrary to Islamic Sharia law.”

· We believe that this general reservation is incompatible with the objective and goal of the Convention.

Recommendation:

· Retract the general reservation and its specification.

2 – Women’s rights in Mauritanian legislation and discriminatory practices:

· The Constitution

Though the Constitution established the equality of all citizens, we have noted that there is no reference to the principle of equality between women and men.

· Legislative texts:

Many legislative texts contain elements that discriminate against women. Our shadow report analyzes these elements.

· Discriminatory practices

Women are excluded from holding positions as judges, leaders of territories (governors and prefects), and substantive diplomatic posts (such as ambassadorships).

Recommendations:

· Repeal of discriminatory elements in legislation

· Women’s access to excluded from holding positions as judges, leaders of territories (governors and prefects), and substantive diplomatic posts (such as ambassadorships).

3 – Violence against women

· Mauritanian women are victims of many forms of violence including female genital mutilation, premature and forced marriage, force feeding young girls, and other customary rites.

· Women rape victims are unjustly accused by judges of “Zina” crimes (prohibited sexual relations) and find themselves condemned by the Criminal Court to suffer minimum 5 years imprisonment. 

Recommendations:

· Adoption of a strategy to fight violence against women

· Legal protection and assistance to women rape victims.

4 – Charter for the Promotion of Women
· Within our organization, the National Forum for the Promotion of Women’s and Children’s Rights, we have written a Charter for the Promotion of Women in order to battle the exclusion of women in public administration and the magistracy. This Charter was signed by the March 2007 presidential candidates, first among whom was the President of the Republic Mr. Sidi Mohamed Ould Cheikh Abdallahi.

· By signing our Charter, a copy of which is attached to this statement, the President of the Republic committed to instating a minimum quota for women of 20 percent of decision-making posts in the public administration. Moreover, we have stated that women comprise only 10 percent of the appointed government officials (ministers and secretaries-general). Therefore, it appears that this Charter has not been respected.

Recommendation:

· Application and respect for the terms of the Charter for the Promotion of Women.

