	


	Gender & Development   




Oral Statement
Azerbaijan, July 20th, 2009

I am Nigar Naghiyeva, I represent LGBT “Gender and Development” NGO from Azerbaijan. Our major goal is to provide protection of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people’s rights. 
With this report we would like to attract your attention to the violations of basic human rights of lesbian, bisexual and transgender women taking place in Azerbaijan. The difference in treatment in particular, refers to ignorance of the existence of this distinct group of women in Azerbaijan, discrimination in employment, militant homophobia and transphobia perpetuated by mass media and forced marriages. Among other factors, there is family violence, which we consider to be one of the most insidious forms of violence against women in general. Ninety per cent of LBT people are subjected to domestic violence and stigmatization. 

All of these violations of basic human rights of LBT women lead to a decreased quality of life and feeling of uselessness within the republic - while the Constitution of Azerbaijan maintains that all citizens of the republic are entitled to equal rights and opportunities regardless of their status. 

The huge majority of more direct displays of violence against the lesbian and bisexual women occurs at home and includes verbal and physical abuse, the internal confinement and compulsion, compulsory marriage, and the possible crimes of honor. 

Because of their sexual orientation and gender identity many LBT women find themselves working in poorly paid jobs that do not correspond with their qualifications. Azerbaijan laws do not include prohibition of employment discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and/or gender identity. This allows for wide opportunities for unpunished discrimination of LBT women. Azerbaijan society expects women’s income to be secondary because they are expected to have support of their male partners or family. This system makes it very difficult for LBT women to make a living.

The Report of Azerbaijani Republic on the obligations undertaken under CEDAW lacks any mentioning of lesbian, bisexual women and transgender women, which limits the realization of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. In addition, problems of homosexual, bisexual and transgender women are also absent from any state documents dealing with anti-discrimination efforts of the country, which makes this group of women invisible to government programs despite their vulnerable status in the society. 
Mass media services are instrumental in perpetuating the discrimination of lesbian, bisexual women and transgender people. Television and press reports on LBT events, are provocative, causing even greater intolerance toward the homosexual, bisexual and transgender communities.

We would like to propose the following recommendations:

· To pass legislation ensuring elimination of discrimination based on sexual orientation and making necessary amendments in the existing legislation in support of this law. 

· To improve the legislation and take additional administrative measures ensuring the liquidation of discrimination based on sexual orientation in the field of employment.
· To develop educational programs directed at increasing tolerance for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people.
Thank you.
