GUATEMALA
ORGANIZATION OF INDIGENOUS WOMEN

Good morning Madame Chair: 

We are the movement of indigenous women Tz’ununiya; we come with the support of the Indigenous women organizations of 20 departments of Guatemala. 

The oral presentation will address the measures implemented to eliminate every form of discrimination against women focusing on the indigenous women perspective concerning access to justice, migration and rural women. Due to time constrains we are not going to be able to address the content of the report in which we analyzed various articles of the CEDAW. 

Different studies and reports, show the situation of vulnerability, discrimination and defenselessness of indigenous women although the government of Guatemala has subscribed to different international instruments which provide the judicial-political framework on which grounding the protection, defense and promotion of the rights of indigenous women.  
Historically the State was designed to deal with only one population, leaving the others in a condition of invisibility, inequality and discrimination. Up until now, there has not been political will to make structural changes in the legislation, education and health. There are no labour and economic policies for indigenous women. 
IN PRACTICE

● Access to justice:

The programmes of official justice are not designed and developed looking at the needs of the four populations which inhabit Guatemala, and for this reason there are is equal condition of access to justice and effective enlargement especially for indigenous women. 

A practical example of inequality is the situation of eight Mayan women, Major of Miguel Ixtahuacan of the department of San Marcos who has received an arrest warrant for defending their land after the invasion of the Empresa Minera Montana. 
Considering the evident discrimination and violation of individual and collective human rights we ask the Committee to urge the Government to review and give no action the warrant arrest. 
● Migration:
Due to the lack of opportunities and life conditions in Guatemala, indigenous women in latest years have felt stronger necessity to migrate especially to the US that is the reason why it is necessary to guarantee policies to defend their human rights in respect to their status of migrants. 

● Rural women:

The State did not stop the displacement policies against rural women and their communities, set up in the rural areas. The licenses for the exploitation and mining concessions granted in the territories inhabited by indigenous populations constitute a dangerous for the life of indigenous women and their land; through contamination, water scarcity, destruction of their housing, and dispossess of their land. 

We Indigenous women solicit the Committee to recommend the state and its Government to act concretely with respect to those violations of the human rights of indigenous women. 
