Guatemala

Oral presentation

Thank you MADAME CHAIR,

My name is: Floridalma Contreras Vásquez representing CLADEM and on behalf of the 12 civil society organizations of Guatemala, in this presentation we will raise the issues which we consider of greatest importance

● VIOLENC E AGAINST WOMEN

● WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC AND POLITICAL LIFE


Violence against Women

Murders in Guatemala have not diminished, because of the prevalence in the cultural imaginary of the inferiority and subordination of women. This problem has been often reiterated to the Government, nevertheless there is no perception of any changes nor in the educational policies, or in mass media which would help to diminish the violence and the killing of women. 
The Peace Agreements signed in 1996, established the basis for a new social pact in Guatemala, and generated many expectations. Nonetheless after 12 years from the signature, women’s organizations have to struggle to gain opportunities in terms of education, health, housing, employment, and a decent life and free from violence. Many of those things have not yet been accomplished. 
According to Ensmi, the 22.7% adolescent women and the 18.3% men polled, revealed that their fathers beat up their mothers. Between adolescent women over 15 and under 19, the 11.3% of them told they have been beaten up or mistreated, and the 13.8% of the women over 19. 2.1% of adolescent and 3.1% of young girls suffered from sexual abuses before turning 12 years of age. 
Although the Congress of the Republic approved on 9 April 2008 the Law against femicidio (cannot find exact translation) and other forms of violence against women (Law Decree No 22-2008) which sanction women’s murders with a sentence between 25 and 50 years, the number of crimes has not decreased and impunity has prevailed together with the fear to denounce the violence they experience. Furthermore the judicial system is inadequate and inefficient, and many of the judicial administrators do not give enough leverage to this problem, and in many cases they are unaware and do not invocate international legislation which for my country should prevail over national legislation.
On the other hand, there is no available data disaggregated by ethnic group and due to the unknown number of murdered indigenous women and elderly women, the only thing we know is that they are young women that have been suffering the stigma of being prostitutes, ‘mareras’, or street girls. 

Guatemala holds the third place in Latin America for murders of women, and only 2% of the cases can be settled, which allows for a 98% impunity as shown by the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala CICIG, and since 2003 the cases of murders of women have increased every year. In 2008 722 women were murdered, information received from the survivors foundation. 
Discrimination against women is clearly shown by the violence with which women are killed since the majority of them suffer torture and rape before the death. 

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC AND POLITICAL LIFE 

Concerning participation of women in public and political life, we believe the latter has been limited in every sphere of society. Although the municipal offices of women have been boosted, they are occupied by the wives, daughters or relatives of the mayors. The available budget is not available and often funding sought to be used in their political parties’ campaigns. Women do not have access to positions of power and keep being second class individuals.
The State of Guatemala did not promote the full participation of indigenous women; out of 19 deputy women who represent 12%, only 4 are indigenous women. 

Women’s organizations have proposed new reforms of the Electoral Law and of the Political parties. One of them is the introduction of quotas which are the only way to end inequality, discrimination and gender exclusion. Another mechanism would be the use of local languages: decentralization of public funds received by the executive committees of the parties; to render compulsory in the structure of all political parties, a secretariat for the political promotion of feminine sector (?); to incorporate variables in the information managed by the Register of Citizens and to ensure parity and alternation between different sexes and ethnicities in the application and inscription of candidates. 
Recommendations: we ask the CEDAW Committee, to recommend the State of Guatemala: 
● to comply with its commitment of guaranteeing security and life of all citizens, particularly life of women

Strengthening the judicial system, training with a gender perspective of judicial officials for the treatment investigation and registration of cases of Feminicidio  (?) and violence against women. 

● strengthening the national Civil Police, in order to comply with its duties an d guarantee the security of citizens particularly of women.
● providing the institutions with sufficient human and financial resources and also with an adequate budget to carry out their functions. 

● to sanction the judicial and police operators who do not apply the due diligence. 

● to not stigmatize or use any stereotypes against victims of violence. To implement the national security system, to adopt the reforms to the electoral law which have been proposed. 
