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Thank you Madame Chair for giving us the floor.
This report is cooperative effort of two leading NGOs in Armenia, that have long history of working in the area of women’s rights: “Democracy Today” and “All Armenian Union of Women”. This report covers the issues of political participation of women, trafficking, employment, and rural women.   
In addition to issues raised in the shadow report, we would like to draw your attention to some critical obstacles faced by women in enjoying their human rights in Armenia:

1. Irrespective of the many new improvements in legislation of Armenia for the purposes of gender equality and human rights, there is still much to be done to achieve the universally accepted standards of gender equality and human rights principles.
2. Lack of awareness among women on the existing mechanisms protecting their rights as well as on methods of how to use those mechanisms, increases their vulnerability to violence, and impairs their access to justice.

3. While, Armenia has ratified the Optional Protocol to CEDAW, and there are number of matters that can gain from the recommendations of this committee, women continue to remain ignorant of the existence of such a mechanism; and are not able to raise a substantive challenge to the violation of their rights under the Convention. 
4. Despite legislations, there are no institutions responsible for gender equality issues. The existing position of Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Affairs has been closed. Department on Women and Children Protection under the same ministry as well as its regional branches are insufficient to address comprehensively gender issues. It is also conceptually wrong to have both issue together, in advance putting women in a vulnerable group. 
5. The implementation of the Plan of Action on Advancement of Women is severely hampered by lack of institutional capacities, funding, as well as comprehensive analysis and understanding of its full import. Efforts between governmental structures assigned to deal with gender issues, international agencies and NGOs should be well coordinated to support the implementation of the Action Plan.   

The special areas of concern that we seek your attention relating to political participation of women, trafficking, employment and rural women. 
At the very outset, we are extremely concerned that the government has not yet taken any steps to incorporate CEDAW into our national legislative system. This is further compounded by the absence of any legislation explicitly prohibiting discrimination on the basis of gender.

In relation to Political participation of women, we draw the attention of the Committee to the fact that: 
1. The State is not taking proactive steps to ensure substantive equality for women to be elected to public office. At present there are only 12 women in parliament, out of a total strength of 131. 

2. Even when elected, there is severe under-presentation of women in key decision-making positions; thereby hampering their contribution to transformation of the country’s reality..
3. Also, many women who have leadership capacities, do not even contest elections, as the state does not take into account their gender roles, and provide the required support system that would support and facilitate their participation in politics and government- especially given the continuing double burden of household responsibilities and work. 
In terms of Employment: 

1. Limited job opportunities for women in the labor market has increased the vulnerability of women to continuous violations- often putting them in position where they have little choice but to accept and tolerate discrimination, unsafe, unhealthy and unfair work conditions, and harassment in order not to lose the work.

2. While the state Employment agency has instituted Labor Inspectors to monitor employment conditions, their functioning lacks transparency and accountability. In fact, corrupt practices by such officers have led to a worsening of situation for women. 

3. The employment policies of the state do not match the economic conditions, which forces women to work in low-paid jobs, which are largely part of “shadow” economy, an area which is known to be  unregulated by the state- without safe contracts, social or health benefits.
4. The absence of effective gender sensitive work policies, has allowed the employers to engage in rampant age based discrimination, and the older women have limited access to competitive job opportunities. Given the rapidly changing market economy, this has meant that older women who have lost their job due to economic vagaries, are unable to find employment of equal value; leaving them vulnerable and without adequate economic sustenance.  
5. Further the state has not taken any steps to ensure gender balance in public administration. According to National Statistical Service of Armenia only 25.6% of employed population in public administration is women. And most of these women are represented in mid-level management, and not decision making positions
Trafficking: 
1. Even though, NGOs along with UN institutions are engaged in raising awareness of the state agencies and communities about trafficking and its impact on women, it is clear that stigma about the victims continues to be the order of the day. They are treated as women of low moral standing, who “do not deserve any better”.
2. Irrespective of numerous steps taken by the government during recent years, it is clear that the concern continues to be state security rather than for security and protection of Armenian women who have been or are at risk of being trafficked. 
3. The policies and programs adopted by the state continue to lack a victim centered approach, and does not follow the rights based approach. In fact, till recently there was no state support to work being undertaken by NGOs on victim assistance. Even now, when the state committed to fund services for victims of trafficking, tension continues to exists in the methodology of this support as well as the terms and conditions that entail its implementation. 

4. Adequate justice provisions- and lack of confidentiality for the victims of trafficking has resulted in many victims continuing to keep silent about their experience, rather than exposing themselves to stigmatization and further marginalization. The state has also failed to provide adequate or any compensation to such victims, or ensure that law reflects reparation to which they are entitled. 
5. Even in cases perpetrators have been prosecuted for the action, the victims have received little or no relief, as justice has meant punitive action for the perpetrators, without any compensation being given to the victims. In cases, where victims have brought civil action against the perpetrators, the latter have declared themselves bankrupt. The justice process has not taken a victim centric approach, limiting itself to punitive measures only. 
6. Special mechanisms are needed to respond to the needs of victims of trafficking, ensuring special procedures and adequate skills in addressing child-victims as well as victims of sexual exploitation.
Rural Women: 
1. The women in the rural areas are much more vulnerable given the poverty, due to economic crisis, unemployment as well as limited opportunities of livelihood.
2. Rural women do not have access to a health system which taken into account their needs. While there are some institutions in the rural areas, they are far and few in between, often badly equipped and not supervised by medical doctors. 

3. The same is true for education system, putting the girls in a vulnerable position and also with little or no access to quality education. Even so, while some basic, primary and secondary education is available at the village level, one has to cover long distances for higher education. This comes from the state focus on optimizing school institutions, rather than ensuring access to children at the village level. 

4. The state does not value domestic labor, which then invisibles the work being done by rural women. The women have no access to equitable provisions of social benefits, including pension funds and health care coverage.
5. Given the lack of exposure and education at the rural level, the gender stereotypes run much deeper, constraining women’s participation in most areas of rural life, including political and, civic participation, as well as in contributing to development planning and being actors in transforming their own realities. 
