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Thank you Chairperson.

I speak on behalf of International Women's Rights Action Watch an international organisation based in Malaysia, committed to the domestic implementation of international human rights norms.
We take this opportunity to share our view on the advances that were made during the first session of the Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) on the OP-ICESCR in which we participated as a member of the NGO coalition that came together for this purpose. (i) It provided delegations with an opportunity to raise concerns and discuss elements that could potentially be included in the OP-ICESCR. (ii) States participating in the OEWG discussed the benefits and challenges of implementing the ICESCR and began to explore linkages between the principle of State obligation and various procedures that could be established under an OP. (iii) It should be noted that the participation of NGOs made it possible to keep discussions linked to the realities on the ground,

The discussions that took place during the first session of the OEWG led to the identification of a series of concerns and issues that should continue to be addressed. Hence this process should be supported by a stronger mandate for the OEWG. This is in order to address the various levels of complexity of concerns raised by some States parties to the Covenant. The future mandate of the OEWG should provide room for continuing the discussions so that a way forward can evolve and lead to the drafting of this instrument. We hope the Commission will remain open to consider a mandate that will enable the working group to analyse elements of an OP-ICESCR, explore its modalities and elaborate a text.

In our view, the value of an OP to the ICESCR is that it will help strengthen standards at the national level. Since the OP can only be used after the exhaustion of effective domestic remedies, it will provide the impetus for the judiciary to focus on economic, social and cultural rights and develop standards on these at the national level. It is only where national remedies are ineffective, recourse to the OP will set standards according to established international human rights law set by the ICESCR such as non regression, non discrimination etc. that are universally applicable, taking into consideration existing national contexts.

We also take this opportunity to congratulate states that participated in the OEWG for their respect of the views of NGOs. We hope the working group will continue to welcome the involvement of NGOs in their future sessions.

We wish also to state that the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights are also strengthened by the Special Procedures. As an organization working on the human rights of women, we take this opportunity to welcome the direction that the Special Rapporteur on Health and the Special Rapporteur on Housing have made in ensuring that women’s rights are central to their work. We urge members of this Commission to continuously support their mandates as well as the recommendations they have made in their reports. 

Thank you Chairperson.
