Overview:

Campaign for an Optional Protocol to the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

(OP-ICESCR)

About the Campaign

As most of you may know, IWRAW Asia Pacific is a member of the Steering Committee of the NGO Coalition for an Optional Protocol
, which is working towards the adoption of an OP-ICESCR.  An Optional Protocol to the ICESCR is important because it will provide victims of economic, social and cultural rights violations who can’t be heard before their national courts an avenue to get redress.  Having an international complaints mechanism will also help develop the content of ESC rights and related States’ obligations, as well as give guidance to national courts.

Latest Developments
In a victory to all those who have been involved in the campaign for an OP-ICESCR, this past June 2006 the Human Rights Council passed a resolution to extend the mandate of the Open Ended Working Group on an OP-ICESCR (Working Group, OEWG).  More importantly it mandated the Working Group to begin drafting an optional protocol!  A first draft of the optional protocol will be presented by the Chair of the Working Group at the next OEWG in Geneva this next July 2007.

In light of this, members of civil society felt it was imperative to meet to further refine their stand OP-ICESCR issues in order to input into the drafting process.  And so on 12-13 October 2006 about 30 participants from around the world met in Lisbon, Portugal for a two day civil society forum on the OP-ICESCR.  This forum was jointly organised by the Steering Committee of the NGO Coalition for an OP-ICESCR and the International Centre on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CIDESC).  Forum discussions were very fruitful and resulted in concrete drafting recommendations contained in the document entitled, “Lisbon Recommendations”.

At the forum, the following key issues were discussed in length:  Scope ; Admissibility, including standing ; Interim Measures ; Views & Recommendations ; Allocation of Resources ; International Cooperation ; and Inquiry Procedures.  For each issue, the participants noted where there were points of consensus and where were ‘open questions’ remained
.  On the whole there was consensus that the OP-ICESCR should maintain at minimum all the innovations contained in the Optional Protocol to CEDAW.  This means that we are striving for an Optional Protocol which contains at minimum both the complaints and inquiry procedure.  We are also striving for an optional protocol that contains new innovations as well, such as the possibility for hearings and on site visits by the overseeing Committee.

What’s next?  How can you get involved?

Much has occurred in these past few months, but much more still needs to be done!  The NGO Coalition will be working hard in these coming months to lobbying governments and developing key inputs into the Chairperson’s draft OP-ICESCR which will be presented at the next OEWG this coming July 2007.  
For more information on how you can join the NGO Coalition on the OP-ICESCR visit the Coalition website at www.opicescr-coalition.org. 

� For more information, see NGO Coalition website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.opicescr-coalition.org" ��www.opicescr-coalition.org� 


� See “Lisbon Recommendations” at � HYPERLINK "http://www.opicescr-coalition.org" ��www.opicescr-coalition.org� 


� These discussions were captured in the ‘Lisbon document’, mentioned above.
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